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Proclamation in 1911 outside the Public Hall



Harpenden Hall gardens from the Common 

when it was St Dominic’s Convent in the 1920s



Harpenden Hall gardens, from Arden Grove



Proclamation 1936 outside Harpenden Hall



2 Southdown Road in the 1920s



Nearing completion, April 1938



Ernest Hasseldine’s nightmare



Ready for opening –

September 1938



Finishing touches



The opening ceremony, 3 pm on 28 September 1938



Variety concert and Venetian Masked Ball





Low walls – a hazard in the blackout -

1942





Sample page from February 1939



Sample page from October 1941



Dances to midnight £4/10/- Piano 10/-

Dances to 2 a.m. £5/10/-

Meetings to 10 p.m. £2/10/-

Concerts £3/10/- Piano 7/6

Theatricals   Rehearsals  £2 First Night £4/10/-

Bazaars £5 Preparations £2

Boxing Entertainments    £4

Bridge and Whist Drives  £3/15/-

Charges for breakages Tea cups 6d Jugs 1/6 Spoons 6d

First increase, 1944 Dances £5/10/- Concerts £4/10/-

From 1946 Dances £6/10/- Meetings £3

Inflation rate  1938-2017  60 times, approx. 

Initial scale of charges - 1938



Net income from bookings

Financial year Income £

1938-39 629

1939-40 658

1940-41 656

1941-42 1206

1942-43 1149

1944-45 1467

1945-46 1527

1946-47 1635



Dance Organisers

• 1938 Barnfield Tennis Club, Bamville Cricket Club, Elliswick Tennis, 

Rugby Club, Rovers FC, BH Dance Club, Vauxhall Engineering, 

Oaklands Old Students, British Legion, St Mary’s Mission

• 1941 Shepherd & Co, Lt McGuire, Sgt Childs, Lt Stephens, British 

Legion, Royal Corps Signals, Brigade Sgt Major Levens, Mrs Brown, 

Harpenden Police Force (D V Baulk), Capt Stephens, Royal Engineers, 

Comforts Fund

• 1946 Good Companions, Cobra Club, Boy Scouts Assn, British Legion, 

Harpenden Rovers, War Office Wireless Station, Church Schools 

Appeal, Sgt Childs, S Beds Young Farmers, Old Comrades Assn, 

Home Guard Assn, Harpenden Girls Training Corps 



Fire Brigade’s Dance



Theatrical Bookings

• 1938-9 Drama League, WJ Busby, Luton Amateur 
Dramatic Socy, National Childrens Home, 
W Watkins, S Harpenden W.I., Catholic Action 
Committee

• 1941 Royal Ulster Rifles, Bombadier Ingram, British 
Drama League, Co-operative Society, Mrs Veale, 
Mrs H Salisbury, NK Bowers, War Savings 
Committee

• 1946 Army Benevolent Fund, Drama League, 
Harpenden Comforts Fund, Community Theatre 
Movement, Harpenden Auxiliary Hospital



Miscellaneous Bookings

• 1938 Watford and St Albans Gas Co 
demonstrations

• 1939 Harpenden Arts Society exhibitions

• August 1939 4 Wedding Receptions

• October 1940 Use of Hall for Refugees (several days)

• February 1942  Harpenden Home Guard Social and 
Smoking Concert

• May 1942 Civil Defence Instructional Film ( F 
Gingell)

• April 1944 Civil Defence Emergency Cooking 
Demonstration

• September 1946 Public Meeting on Diphtheria 
Immunisation



Bookings 1938-1942

Oct-June 39 1940 1941 1942

Dances 46 74 126 106

Theatricals 6 9 12 6

Concerts, Films 16 4 32 56

Meetings 34 17 24 39

Weddings, Socials 21 8 3 5

Exhibitions 17 1

Games, Boxing 8 3 5 7

Most bookings cancelled autumn 1939, except 4 weddings in August



Fire brigade dinners & whist drives 1938-39



First full production by Harpenden Drama League



Victory celebrations – 1945-46



Harpenden Chamber of Trade dinner, March 1949



Harpenden revels 1951



Harpenden Fairie Queen arrives at the Revels 

Ball, May 1951



Charity events



Coronation Dinner, 1953. Can you name anyone?



Gang Show – in 1956



Silver Jubilee Variety Concert programme, 1977



Ephemeral flyers for events give a flavour of the times



Harpenden Horticultural Society – a regular 

event – 50th anniversary exhibition, 1996



Gala and Millennial Concert 



Sir John Lawes School Prize Day, 

with concert band - 2001



Rug sale in 2006 - one of many commercial 

events – sales, auctions, craft fairs



Sample of annual Brambleton Model Railway 

exhibitions – Les Casey was a regular visitor



Can you add photos, programmes, flyers of 

events of organisations you have been involved 

in over the years?


