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Proclamation in 1911 outside the Public Hall




Harpenden Hall gardens from the Common
when it was St Dominic’s Convent in the 1920s

i | portion of groumds Dominscan Convest, Hapenden



Harpenden Hall gardens, from Arden Grove
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Proclamation 1936 outside Harpenden Hall




2 Southdown Road in the 1920s

PLUMBER T “PAINTER
QVAT‘EBAW{‘M_SEDECURAT‘QR




Nearing completion, April 1938

| [ Herts Adverliser” Photo.
; The New Public Hall, nearing completion.



Ernest Hasseldine’s nightmare
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. DISTURBED SLEEP OF RATEPAYER WHO DREAMS

THAT A PRISON HAS BEEN ERECTED FOR THOSE

WHOSE RATES ARE IN ARREAR 3
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Ready for opening —
September 1938




Finishing touches




The opening ceremony, 3 pm on 28 September 1938

: [*“ Herts Advertiser’ Photo
Mr. Taylor addressing the gathering.



Variety concert and Venetian Masked Ball

OPENING OF

New Public Hall . o

‘ ! 1938

HARPENDEN |

A VARIETY CONCERT

will be given by

ALBERT H, GRANT’S

WHITE NOTES

CONCERT PARTY

(Recently Broadcast from Torquay), on

Wednesday, September 28th

1938, at 8 p.m.

THE COMPANY INCLUDES

JOYSE JOY JOE RICHIE
MENETTA MARRIOTT

HUBERT CARTA HARRY HUSTON

EILEEN MERRIE HILDRED KRAMER

ALBERT H. GRANT

PROCEEDS IN AID OF THE RED HOUSE APPEAL

Admission : Reserved, .i/() & 2/-4.; Unreserved, 1/G

Tickets to be obtained and scats reserved at \\ H. Smith & Son, High Street, where a
plm of the Hall may be seen.

[*“ Herts Advertiser ” Photo.
mses D%ncers at the Venetnan Masked Ball, held at the new Public Hall, Harpenden, on Friday, in aid of
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he Red House” appeal which is for the development of hospltal and nursing services in the town.




FRIDAY. OCTOBER 14, 1938 THE 'HERTS

THANKSGIVING FOR PEACE




Low walls — a hazard in the blackout -
1942
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Sample page from February 1939
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Sample page from October 1941
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Initial scale of charges - 1938

Dances to midnight £4/10/-

Dances to 2 a.m. £5/10/-
Meetings to 10 p.m. £2/10/-
Concerts £3/10/-
Theatricals Rehearsals £2
Bazaars £5

Boxing Entertainments £4
Bridge and Whist Drives £3/15/-

Piano 10/-

Piano 7/6
First Night  £4/10/-
Preparations £2

Charges for breakages Tea cups 6d Jugs 1/6 Spoons 6d

First increase, 1944 Dances £5/10/-
From 1946 Dances £6/10/-

Concerts £4/10/-

Meetings £3

Inflation rate 1938-2017 60 times, approx.



Net income from bookings

Financial year Income £
1938-39 629
1939-40 658
1940-41 656
1941-42 1206
1942-43 1149
1944-45 1467
1945-46 1527

1946-47 1635



Dance Organisers

1938 Barnfield Tennis Club, Bamville Cricket Club, Elliswick Tennis,
Rugby Club, Rovers FC, BH Dance Club, Vauxhall Engineering,
Oaklands Old Students, British Legion, St Mary’s Mission

* 1941 Shepherd & Co, Lt McGuire, Sgt Childs, Lt Stephens, British
Legion, Royal Corps Signals, Brigade Sgt Major Levens, Mrs Brown,
Harpenden Police Force (D V Baulk), Capt Stephens, Royal Engineers,
Comforts Fund

« 1946 Good Companions, Cobra Club, Boy Scouts Assn, British Legion,
Harpenden Rovers, War Office Wireless Station, Church Schools
Appeal, Sgt Childs, S Beds Young Farmers, Old Comrades Assn,
Home Guard Assn, Harpenden Girls Training Corps



Fire Brigade's Dance

FRIDAY; NOVEMBER 4, 1938 THE HERTS

Dancing at Harpenden

[“ Herts Advertiser ” Photo.
Some of the Company at the Fire Brigade Dance.




Theatrical Bookings

1938-9 Drama League, WJ Busby, Luton Amateur
Dramatic Socy, National Childrens Home,
W Watkins, S Harpenden W.I., Catholic Action
Committee

1941 Royal Ulster Rifles, Bombadier Ingram, British
Drama League, Co-operative Society, Mrs Veale,
Mrs H Salisbury, NK Bowers, War Savings
Committee

1946 Army Benevolent Fund, Drama League,
Harpenden Comforts Fund, Community Theatre
Movement, Harpenden Auxiliary Hospital



Miscellaneous Bookings

1938

1939

August 1939
October 1940
February 1942

May 1942
April 1944

September 1946

Watford and St Albans Gas Co
demonstrations

Harpenden Arts Society exhibitions
4 Wedding Receptions
Use of Hall for Refugees (several days)

Harpenden Home Guard Social and
Smoking Concert

Civil Defence Instructional Film ( F
Gingell)

Civil Defence Emergency Cooking
Demonstration

Public Meeting on Diphtheria
Immunisation



Bookings 1938-1942

Oct-June 39 1940 1941 1942
Dances 46 74 126 106
Theatricals 6 9 12 6
Concerts, Films 16 4 32 56
Meetings 34 17 24 39
Weddings, Socials 21 8 3 5
Exhibitions 17 1
Games, Boxing 8 3 5 7

Most bookings cancelled autumn 1939, except 4 weddings in August



Fire brigade dinners & whist drives 1938-39
HARPENDEN FIRE BRIGADE

Some of the Company at Dinner. [“ Herts Advertiser ® Photo.

PIREMEN'S WHIST DRIVE.—Players at Harpenden Fire Brigade Whist Drive, in the new Public Hall. ~ fer



First full production by Harpenden Drama League




Victory celebrations — 1945-46
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Harpenden Chamber of Trade dinner, March 1949

4/

Ox Tail Soup

Roast Chicken
Baked and Boiled Potatoes

Greens in Season

Cream Gateaux and Ice Cream
or

Fruit and Ice Cream

Coffee

Licensed Bar 7.30—11 p.m.

2

m/t'ogrmmno

Toast—THE KING
Mr. A. H. Akhurst,

President, Harpenden & District Chamber of Trade.
[ ]
Entertainer—Leslie Norman,
Comedian Entertainer

Toast— THE NATIONAL CHAMBER OF TRADE
Mr. A. H. Akhurst. .
Response—Mr. J. W. Stevenson
Deputy Seretary, National Chamber of Trade
[ J \
Entertainer—Charles Redgrave
Ubkelele Entertainer and Specialty Dancer

o
Toast—LADIES AND GUESTS
Mr. H. S. Gray
Vice-Chairman Executive Committee
Response—Mrs. H. Raban
Vice-Chairman Harpenden Urban District Council
[ J
Toast—HARPENDEN & DISTRICT CHAMBER
OF TRADE
Mrs. H. Raban

Response— Mr. F. N. Salisbury
Chairman of Executive Committee
[ ]
Entertainment

Arthur Raven Arthur Saunders
A Piano, a Song, and a Story The Magical Humorist

[ ]
THE KING



Harpenden revels 1951

riday, May ] : HARPENDEN FREE PRESS

“More than 1.600 cakes in double quick time found their way into 400 young tummies at the
children’s party in the Public Hall on T hursday. M48SSF




arpenden Fairie Queen arrives at the Revels
Ball, May 1951




Charity events

GRAND VARIETY

at the

PUBLIC HALL MARPENDEN on;
% Monday, March 9th, n}g

ctipm.-

Contribations by members of ; "‘.\' g
COBRA CLUR : LIGHT OPERATIC SOCIETY .= - B
DRAMA LEAGUE : HARPENDEN BALLET, 1% &
SCHOOL : BOY SCOUTS ASSOCIATION ("Gasg- 7/
Show”) : ST. JOHN'S YOUTH CLUB ("Vaudesille®)
elc, etc. s

ADMISSION: _
Reserved 106 (first 2 rows) - - ”- L "‘
Unreserved 178 i

THORN'S, HIGH ST,




Coronation Dinner, 1953. Can you name anyone?

Ll % o




Gang Show —In 1956

ENDEN FREE PRESS AN 1950,

“I say, you down there, we’re all jolly good types, the deuce we are, the Navy, the Army and -
the Air Force.” “Admiral” Ken Hincks, “General” Norman Kinvig and “Air Marshal” Peter
Milton certainly proved their point in the amusing “Types”” number. B4943M.



Silver Jubilee Variety Concert programme, 197

Director: CYNTHIA SOUTHERN

arr. Elgar
Geoffrey Phillips

The Combined Choirs God Save the Queen

Conductor

Organist Clive Simmonds
The Harpenden Band
Connecticut Capers E.Siebert
John Peel Arr. Fred Mortimer
Trumpet Voluntary Purcell

Musical Director . . Michael Carey

Harpenden Townswomen’s Guilds
(Evening, Afternon and Roundwood)
‘Wooing and Wiving’
(A humorous look at marriage through the eyes of women)

Producer: . s s o w5 & Doreen Barker
The Lydia Greenall School of Danc
‘Decimalisation’ Music by Ersel Hickey

and Ed. E. Miller
‘Crooked Little Man’
Accompanist .. .. .. .. Jane Taylor

The Dawn Chorus

A short selection from ‘Lilac Time’ Schubert
Soloist :  Alan Kettley
Conductor . . Muriel Dawn
The Methodist Players
The Wreck of the Hesperus Longfellow

Narrator Monica Chesworth

Captain H.W. Armstrong

Daughter Ruth Taylor

Sailor Scott Prentice

Sailor Terry Lane

Sailor John Dickens
Producer .. .. . Joan Armstrong

The Lea Singers

A Selection of Three Madrigals from the Triumphs of Oriana
from a collection written in praise of Queen Elizabeth I
Originally edited by Thomas Morley
Conductor . . . .. Clive Simmonds
Harpenden and Wheathampstead District
Scouts and Rangers Guides
Gang Show *77
Producer .. .. «:» s Marilyn Hudson
Musical Director .. .. .. .. Geoffrey Kelly
Piano: John Wright, Drums : Paul Madden, Brass: Nigel Emmerton

INTERVAL

PROG#AMME

A Potted Panto
Nigel Roberts

The Rainbow Entertainers
Producer . .

The Music Makers

Elizabethan Serenade Music by Ronald Binge

Compere: ERIC THAIR

Words by Christopher Hassall

Music by Elgar

Words by Simon Wastell

Arr. Michael Diack

with apologies to Handel
Derek Curran

Like to the Damask Rose
Sing a Song of Sixpence

Musical Director . .

Awake The Dead
Heavy Rock Richard Fuller

lan Disspain
Paul Franklin
Vincent Marduzo
Simon Burton
Harpenden Light Operatic Society

Excerpts from ‘Merrie Englaﬁd’

Edward German

The Yeomen of England

O Peaceful England

Long Live Elizabeth
Conductor .,

Wardrobe Mistress .. .. ..

Baritone Solo and Chorus
Contralto Solo and Chrous
Chorus

Geoffrey Phillips
Margaret Bollworthy

Strathgade Dancers A Display of Scottish Country Dances

Harpenden Drama League
“The Hollow Crown’
Extracts read by Jenifer Blackden, Eugene Barratt
and John Went
*The Combined Choirs
Coronation Anthem
Zadck the Priest
Conductor .. .. «+ ».
Organist

Geoffrey Phillips
Clive Simmonds

* The Combined Choirs comprise :

Dawn Chorus; Harpenden Light Operatic Society; Lea Singers
and Music Makers

Compiled by John Barton

Handel

7



Ephemeral flyers for events give a flavour of the times




Harpenden Horticultural Society — a regular
event — 50" anniversary exhibition, 1996




Gala and Millennial Concert

Harpenden Light Operatic Society
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Harpenden Light Operatic Society

50”& #nninersarq

@alu @oncert

HARPENDEN PUBLIC HALLS
SATURDAY 22nd JULY 2000
at 8pm

R S A SR

Ticket £8.00
Unreserved Not Returnable

Concert

22 July 2000




Sir John Lawes School Prize Day,
with concert band - 2001




Rug sale in 2006 - one of many commercial
events — sales, auctions, craft fairs




Sample of annual Brambleton Model Railway
exhibitions — Les Casey was a regular visitor
W/MW moded at Framllelon Model

Taclwenys bition . Harpenden Fublue Holls. jon."07
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Can you add photos, programmes, flyers of
events of organisations you have been involved
In over the years?

At Bemuons Foum A%»podw/m Side Fialls zfepé.ZO/j
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